Helcnc that everyone was a captive in his own little
circle of trouble and sorrow. She herself was quite at
home in loneliness, as strong characters always are who
have had to fight their own battles alone and have
silently conquered She stretched out her hand, which
refused to get warm that day, over the counter and
received the strong pressure of his feverish fingers.
" What's the matter with you, Kranich ? I don't like
the look of you/'
** Oh, nothing. Nothing much. It seems that a
new pkce has broken out. We must wait for the X-ray
photograph—but don't let's talk of that Can I do
anything for you, Fraulein Helene ? "
** No, thank you. I have tidied up at home to-day.
There are one or two more books that belong to you.
The small Doderlein—and one thing and another;
could you have them fetched ? "
" Well, there's no great hurry."
<« No—there's no hurry," said Helene absent-mindedly.
** What is more important, I must congratulate Herr
Rainer. He has passed his State examination, and very
well too, I hear. That's fine. You share in that success
and pleasure, don't you ? When are we going to cele-
brate it ? I'll look after the wines, if I may ? "
** How you do love pleasure, Kranich 1 Rainer wants
to feed alone with me on the old Berghof to-night, and
to celebrate quite quietly, & deux. You'll hear from us
again to-morrow, I expect. It's awfully nice of you to
want to give him some fen. You are a good creature,
Krajiich—I must tell you that, this once."
"Good heavens, Fraulein Willfiier—you make me
feel quite embarrassed! "
** I can't help that, Kranich. I am going to tell you.
I don't want you to think me ungrateful. You have
helped me a great deal both actually and by your example.
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